L1 Spanish transfer in the acquisition of the phenomenon of that-deletion in English by Guirado Puiggròs, Núria & Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. Facultat de Filosofia i Lletres
L1 Spanish transfer in the acquisition of the phenomenon of that-deletion in English 
 43 
9. Appendix 
9.1.Tasks Samples: written and oral tasks 
Written Sample  
1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite appearing 
to promote the complete opposite.  
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has done 
is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
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• Él dice que están en París. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
 
Oral Sample 
Give your opinion about the following situations in a few sentences. You have to use the 
following phrases which appear in the box below.  
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) A very good friend of yours has asked you to go shopping with her. She really wants 
to buy a dress that she has just tried on, but unfortunately the dress does not fit her. 
Give her your opinion.  
 
 
b) Your brother has been really rude to your mother. The only thing your mother wanted 
from him was to help her to clean up the table. You do not like his behaviour. Let him 
know. 
 
 
c) You are in the Romanticism English class. Your teacher is analyzing a poem and you 
do not agree with what she is saying. Let her know. 
 
 
d) Someone has come to you this morning and has explained that he knows something 
about you that only your best friend knows. You cannot believe that your best friend 
has broken the promise by not keeping the secret that you have confided in her. Let 
her know.  
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9.1.1. Participants’ written samples 
4th year of ESO 
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite appearing 
to promote the complete opposite.  
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has done 
is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
I believe that this is totally right. Although I’m Catalan, my mother tongue is Spanish 
and I use it most of the time on a daily basis. However, I was born here and Catalan is 
my language too so as Catalans I think we have the duty of keeping our language 
“alive”. What Wert is doing is trying to unify the country ,SPAIN in capital letters 
(Note that I’m being ironical), but depriving people from keeping their language will 
have the contrary effect.  
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
She is asking how many people will come to the party.  
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
I think her birthday was not in March but in January.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
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You didn’t get it right. I said I will come.  
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
I know she is right.  
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
She wants to be here, but I don’t think she should be.  
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
I couldn’t find the science book I wanted.  
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
I think I have a headache.  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
I wonder what s/he’s doing.  
• Él dice que están en París. 
He says they are in Paris. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
I think it’s a good idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
She said they’d had a good vacation in London.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
I hope they work out their issues soon.  
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a. Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite appearing 
to promote the complete opposite.  
b. Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has done 
is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c. José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
I believe José Wert is wrong in trying to progressively delete the Catalan language from 
schools. Catalonia has the right to decide whether they want to keep on speaking Catalan or 
not. I would say it is something that only the Catalan people should choose. Personally, I 
think that José Wert is trying to strengthen the central Government in order to reach the power 
that they used to hold in the past.  
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta.  
She wonders how many people are coming to the part.  
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
I think that her birthday was in January and not in March.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré.  
You have not understood me, I told you I am coming.  
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• Yo sé que ella tiene razón.  
I know she is right. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería.  
She wants to be here, but I think she should not.  
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería.  
I could not find the science book I wanted.  
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
I think I have headache  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
I wonder what he is doing. 
• Él dice que están en París.  
He says he is in Paris. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
I think it is a good idea. 
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
She said she had had a good time in London. 
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
I hope everything will be ok soon. 
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
- I would say that Facebook has created anti-social lives for many of its users, since 
many people avoid contacting with others unless they can chat online.  
- Personally, I think that Facebook has lead people into an anti-social life as many 
people prefer to stay at home watching others life than go outside and face their 
own life and problems.  
- I believe that Facebook has many disadvantages and one of them is turning people 
anti-social and unable to show their emotions since a screen is preventing this.  
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta.  
She is wondering how many people are coming to the party.  
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
I think that her birthday was in January and not in March.   
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• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré.  
You have not understood me; I have said that I will come. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón.  
I know that she is right. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería.  
She wants to be here, but I think she should not.  
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería.  
I could not find the science book that I wanted. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
I think I have a headache. 
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
I wonder what he is doing.  
• Él dice que están en París.  
He says that they are in Paris. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
I think that this is a good idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
She said that they had a great holiday in London. 
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
I hope the problems are resolved son.  
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
I would say that the first aim of facebook was to create a vast sharing area which 
attempted to make people closer and socially active. Contrarily, I would say that a 
high percentage of users have seen their social skills reduced, making them socially 
disabled. I believe, however, that we have to keep in mind the positive side of it: it has 
encouraged people to actively maintain long-distance relationships and friendships, 
something unbelievable some time ago. 
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta.  
She is asking how many people are going to come to the party. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
I think his birthday was in January, not March. 
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré.  
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You didn’t understand, I said I’ll come.  
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón.  
I know she’s right. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería.  
She wants to be here, but I don’t think she should. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería.  
I couldn’t find the science book I wanted. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
I think I have a headache. 
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
I wonder what he’s doing. 
• Él dice que están en París.  
He says they’re in Paris. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
I think that’s a good idea. 
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
She said they had a great time during the holidays in London.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.  
I hope the problems will get fixed soon. 
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Control group 
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
Personally, I think that this is another right-wing, centralist government attempting to 
enhance a sense of togetherness and Spanish unity in a time of strong Catalan 
nationalism. I believe this is wrong and short-sighted and that fortunately this 
government will be lucky to be in power after the next election. 
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
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• Él dice que están en París. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a. Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
b. Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
I believe racism is something that cannot be solved. It is a wide and intrusive part of 
our lives, such as fanaticism and prejudice of any kind. Personally, I think that the 
prominence of liberal values has done more than anything in the quest to cure this 
disease. 
c. José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
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• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
• Él dice que están en París. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
I believe Facebook encourages its users to participate in the world using other people's views and 
opinions. The ease of interacting with "virtual" relationships rather than taking part in real life situations 
robs the user of their social skills and ability to make real and lasting friendships 
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
• Él dice que están en París. 
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• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
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1. You are asked to write an opinion letter for the well-known newspaper The Guardian. 
What do you think about the following topics? Choose ONE topic and give your opinion. 
You are not supposed to write an extensive text; just a few sentences or a paragraph will 
be accepted. You have to use the following phrases which appear in the box below. 
 
I would say… | Personally, I think… | I believe…  
 
a) Facebook has in fact created anti-social lives for many of its users, despite 
appearing to promote the complete opposite.  
b) Racism is a problem that has not been solved yet, the only thing that society has 
done is to have hidden it behind the prominence of liberal values. 
c) José Wert is wrong to have decided that the Catalan language should have less 
importance in Catalonian Schools.   
I believe Jose Wert to be entirely wrong in this decision. Despite wanting to appeal to 
Spanish people, he has instead alienated a lot of liberal thinkers. I would say that he 
has made a huge mistake. 
 
2. Translate the following sentences: 
• Ella está preguntando cuántas personas vendrán a la fiesta. 
• Yo creo que su cumpleaños fue en enero y no en marzo.  
• No me has entendido, he dicho que vendré. 
• Yo sé que ella tiene razón. 
• Ella quiere estar aquí, pero yo creo que no debería. 
• No he podido encontrar el libro de ciencias que quería. 
• Creo que tengo dolor de cabeza.  
• Me pregunto qué estará haciendo.  
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• Él dice que están en París. 
• Pienso que es una buena idea.  
• Ella decía que habían tenido unas buenas vacaciones en Londres.  
• Espero se solucionen pronto los problemas.   
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9.1.2. Participants’ oral samples 
4th year of ESO 
 
Situation 1: 
℘ I think that If the dress… 
℘ I would say that the most important think is the true… 
℘ I believe that I would say to her that… 
℘ I will say her that her dress is bad for her… 
℘ Personally I think the dress does not fit with you…I would say that this in your left… 
℘ I would say that that dress… I don’t think that this does not fit you… 
℘ Personally I think that I buy another thing… 
℘ Personally I think that you should try another dress… 
℘ Personally I think that it’s not a good dress for you… 
℘ Personally I think that I will tell to her... 
℘ Personally I think that this dress is not…I believe that we can found one… 
℘ I personally think that it is smaller for you… 
℘ Personally I think that it’s not your best friend… 
℘ I think that this dress is not for you…I think that another one would be better for you… 
℘ Personally I think that it doesn’t fit you exactly… 
 
 
Situation 2: 
℘ I’ll try to think that do the think… 
℘ I would say that he has to do it… 
℘ I will go to my brother and would say that he have to clan the table. 
℘ Personally I think that I will say to my brother that we are family… 
℘ I would say my brother should be…I think that my brother could clean it… 
℘ I would say to my brother that I believe that you have to help in the house… 
℘ Personally I think that I ask of my bother he clean the table… 
℘ Personally I think that everyone should have to be respectful… 
℘ I would say that to my brother clan the table… 
℘ I believe that I will say to my brother that he have to clean his table… 
℘ I think that you had been very rude…I would say that you must say sorry… 
℘ Personally I think that I say to my mother help mum… 
℘ I believe that she wants the best for you… 
℘ Personally I think that you have been very rude to you mother… 
℘ I would say her that you shouldn’t do this… 
 
 
Situation 3: 
℘ I believe that if I learn this kind… 
℘ I would say that I don’t understand… 
℘ I will say that it is not good… 
℘ I think that I will put the hands up… 
℘ I believe that it’s my teacher… 
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℘ Personally I think that that poem it’s not… 
℘ I would say that it’s not important for me… 
℘ I believe that you are not right… 
℘ I believe that in this situation I disconnect… 
℘ Personally I think I will think with other things… 
℘ I will say I don’t agree with you… 
℘ I would say this is wrong…I say to the teacher that it’s wrong for me… 
℘ Personally I think that you are not doing it right… 
℘ I believe that your sentence is right but I think that it would be better mine… 
℘ I believe that that means another thing… 
  
 
Situation 4: 
℘ I think if a friend say something of me that I don’t like… 
℘ I believe that my friend is a bad person… 
℘ I will say to my best friend that I wouldn’t say anything about me… 
℘ I believe that probably I will say that if he speak a secret… 
℘ Personally I think that I would be angry with her… 
℘ I would say that you are not a really good friend…I also think that you should have kept 
the secret…I don’t think that the other people may know that… 
℘ Personally I think that I keep the secret and no speak in the other persons… 
℘ I would say that you are lying… 
℘ I think that I go to my friend… 
℘ I will say to he that I will explain a secret of he… 
℘ I believe that you keep all my secrets… 
℘ I would say that I would not tell something else… 
℘ I would say I’m very angry with my best friend… 
℘ I think that if you are my best friend… 
℘ I believe that you are my best friend I cannot undersand… 
 
 
2
nd
 year of Bachillerato 
 
Situation 1: 
℘ I would say that she just has to... 
℘ I would say he has to look for another one… 
℘ I would say to her to change her dress… 
℘ I would say to my friend to return… 
℘ I would say that he can find a dress… 
℘ I would say there are plenty of dresses… 
℘ I would say to her that the dress does not make… 
℘ I would say to her that if she wants to buy… 
℘ I would say her that she should change the dress… 
℘ Personally I think that my friend has to look for another dress… 
℘ Personally I think that if she is my best friend… 
℘ I probably say that she can look for another one… 
L1 Spanish transfer in the acquisition of the phenomenon of that-deletion in English 
 92 
℘ I would say her that I’m her friend… 
℘ I believe that the dress doesn’t fit you…I would say that you have to look… 
℘ Personally I think that I you are a very close friend… 
 
 
Situation 2: 
℘ Personally I think that she should say to his mother... 
℘ Personally I think you shouldn’t talk like this... 
℘ I would say to him to stop…  
℘ Personally I think that the behaviour of my brother…I would say him that he has to 
apologize… 
℘ I would say him that what he has done is not… 
℘ I believe that his behaviour is wrong… 
℘ I would go and say that his behaviour…to my mother I would say that provably… 
℘ Personally I think that he has misbehaved… 
℘ I would say him that he has been very rude…I would say him he has to clean the table… 
℘ I would say to my brother that what I think…I say him that she has to apologize… 
℘ I would say to my brother that this thing is not correct…I think that the best thing to do 
is…I think that as a punish he clean the table every week… 
℘ I believe I would kick him… 
℘ Personally I think I would tell him he is adopted… 
℘ I would say him that he has to apologize… 
℘ I would say that what has done was… 
 
 
Situation 3 : 
℘ Personally I would say that she is wrong... 
℘ Personally I think you are wrong… 
℘ Personally I think that when you are analysing a poem… 
℘ Personally I think that those poems are subjective… 
℘ I say that maybe we can analyse this poem… 
℘ Personally I think there are a lot of points of views…I would say to my teacher that she 
should respect my opinion… 
℘ I would say my opinion… 
℘ I think I would not impose my thinkings… 
℘ Personally I think that I have to respect the opinion of my teacher… 
℘ I believe that poetry is an opened thing… 
℘ I would say that I don’t really agree… 
℘ I would say to my teacher that I don’t’ agree with him… 
℘ I think I wouldn’t do anything… 
℘ I would say that it’s better to think in a better way… 
℘ I believe that that kind of things are very subjective… 
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Situation 4 :   
℘ I would say what I think about that... 
℘ I think you broke my trust on me… 
℘ I believe that maybe this has explained… 
℘ I would say to my friend that I’m angry… 
℘ I believe I would check if my best friend has said this or not. 
℘ I would say that I’m very disappointed…I would say that I can’t believe… 
℘ I would go and say that she is wrong… 
℘ I believe that she has been wrong… 
℘ I believe that my best friend has told the secret… 
℘ I would say that she shouldn’t break the confidence… 
℘ Personally I think that if we are friends…I think that I will go to speak… I believe that 
maybe we won’t be friends… 
℘ Personally I think I would be very upset… 
℘ Personally I think I would be very angry… 
℘ I believe that you have done a mistake… 
℘ I’m going to say that what she has done is very awful… 
 
 
1
st
 year university students 
 
Situation 1: 
℘ I believe you should try another one… 
℘ I don’t think it fits you…personally I believe that it does not fit you 
℘ I think that she likes the dress… 
℘ I think this dress maybe is not your kind of dress…  
℘ Personally, I think it doesn’t fit you… 
℘ I believe that I would say to her that the dress does not fit… 
℘ Personally I think that this dress does not fit you very well… 
℘ I think it doesn’t fit you very much… 
℘ I believe this one is not the best for you… 
℘ I think that if you want it… 
℘ I think you shouldn’t buy it… 
℘ I believe you want it but… 
℘ I think that this dress is not good for you… 
℘ I think that you should try another size… 
 
 
Situation 2: 
℘ Personally I think that you are not behaving well… 
℘ Personally I think that our mother works very hard to help us… 
℘ I think that you have to be respectful to your parents… 
℘ I think you must say sorry to mum… 
℘ I believe that mum has told you to clean up the table… 
℘ Personally I think you shouldn’t be that rude…I think if you have a bad day… 
℘ I would say that he is being very rude… 
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℘ I believe you are not behaving well… 
℘ I think that you must do what your mum says… 
℘ Personally I think that it is your job… 
℘ I believe that you should say sorry to her… 
℘ I believe you should be punished… 
℘ Personally I think you don’t respect you mum… 
℘ I believe that this is not a good behaviour… 
 
 
Situation 3: 
℘ I think that the way you are putting your ideas… 
℘ I don’t believe that what you are saying is right…I believe it expresses another thing… 
℘ Sorry, I think that this is wrong… 
℘ I would say that this analysis is not good… 
℘ I would say I don’t agree with your analysis of the poem… I think the analysis is to 
simple. 
℘ I believe I would not say anything… 
℘ I think that I don’t share you opinion…I’m not saying that you are not right… 
℘ I think that you are not right… 
℘ I believe we can analyse this poem… 
℘ I think that I have another point of view… 
℘ I would say that this poem… 
℘ I believe I have another opinion 
℘ I think I don’t agree with you… 
 
 
Situation 4: 
℘ I would say that what you are talking about me is not true... 
℘ I believe what you are saying is not true… 
℘ I think I would go like…I think I’m not going to tell you anything… 
℘ I believe that my best friend has told you… 
℘ Personally I think these kinds of behaviour upset me very much… 
℘ I think I will ask to my best friend…I believe I’ll become mad… 
℘ I believe that you don’t understand how a friendship works… 
℘ I think that we have to talk about this with… 
℘ I believe that’s not true. 
℘ I think I’d like to talk with my friend first… 
℘ I believe that this is a misunderstanding… 
℘ I think my best friend couldn’t do that to me… 
℘ I believe I will ask her first before trusting you… 
℘ I believe that you are a gossiper… 
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4th year university  
 
Situation 1: 
℘ Personally I think that dress is not really made… 
℘ Personally I think that the dress does not fit you at all… 
℘ I think that this is not the perfect dress… 
℘ Personally I think that you should try another one… 
℘ Personally, I think I would recommend my friend to try more dresses… 
℘ Personally, I think this dress is nice... 
℘ Personally, I think that you should try another dress... 
 
 
Situation 2: 
℘ I believe you’re such a bad son… 
℘ I would say that you behaviour has not been good…I believe that this is a good way to do 
this… 
℘ Personally I think you should clean the table… 
℘ I would say that you should help our mother… 
℘ I believe I would get really angry with him and I would probably scold him… 
℘ I believe that you have been really rude to mum...  
 
 
Situation 3: 
℘ I would say that this poem is not… 
℘ I would say that what you have said is not what…I think there’s another point of view… 
℘ I believe that this is not correct…I thin you should have said that the personality of this 
character… 
℘ Personally I think that that’s not the poet was trying to say…I think that this is wrong… 
℘ Personally, I think that I would ask for my turn to speak… 
℘ I believe this poem is not expressing this idea... 
℘ Personally, I think that the poet is speaking...  
 
Situation 4: 
℘ Personally I think you should have told this… I believe you’re a bad friend… 
℘ Personally I think that you can’t say this kind of things to the people… 
℘ Personally I think you shouldn’t have said that… 
℘ Personally I think that you have invented that… 
℘ I believe that I would get really angry with her… 
℘ I would say you’ve gone too far with it... 
℘ I would say that you are lying to me... 
 
Control group 
Situation 1:  
℘ Personally, I think the dress... 
℘ I would say you shouldn’t buy… 
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℘ Personally, I think that this dress… 
℘ I would say that dress… 
℘ Personally, I think it’s not… 
℘ Personally, I think that this dress… 
℘ Personally, I think you shouldn’t buy… 
℘ I would say that this dress is… 
℘ Personally I think you should go… 
℘ I would say this dress is not good for you… 
 
 
Situation 2: 
℘ I would say that you shouldn’t... 
℘ I believe you have been… 
℘ Personally, I think you should apologize… 
℘ Personally, I think that you should set up… 
℘ Personally, I think that your mother… 
℘ I would say that you have been… 
℘ I believe you will apologize for this… 
℘ Personally, I think your mother has asked you… 
℘ I would say this behaviour… 
℘ Personally, I think that you should do… 
 
 
Situation 3: 
℘ Personally, I believe that this poem... 
℘ Personally, I think your opinion… 
℘ I think this poem… 
℘ I would say that 
℘ Personally, I think you are not…I believe that it means… 
℘ Personally, I think this poem means… 
℘ I would say that my opinion is… 
℘ I think you should change… 
℘ I believe that a poem is a… 
℘ I think this poem symbolizes…  
 
Situation 4:  
℘ Personally, I think you have broken... 
℘ Personally, I think promises… 
℘ I would say that best friends are… 
℘ I would say you are mistaken… 
℘ I think that my friend shouldn’t have broken my trust… 
℘ Personally, I would say that my friend is an… 
℘ I would say this must be…  
℘ Personally, I think I will ask my friend… 
℘ Personally, I think that confidence is… 
℘ I would say I trust my friend… 
L1 Spanish transfer in the acquisition of the phenomenon of that-deletion in English 
 97 
0
20
40
60
80
100
4th year of
Eso
2nd year of
Bachillerato
1st
university
students
4th
university
students
control
group
That-presence
That-absence
9.2. Results 
9.2.1. Written task 
9.2.1.1. Opinion activity 
Figure I. That-presence and absence with the verb think 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure II. That-presence and absence with the verb believe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure III. That-presence and absence with the verb say 
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9.2.1.2. Translation activity: results from each group 
Figure IV. Translation activity: 4th year of ESO 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure V. Translation activity: 2nd year of Bachillerato 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure VI. Translation activity: 1st year of university 
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Figure VII. Translation activity: 4th year of university 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2.2. Oral task: results from each situation 
Situation 1 
Figure VIII. Oral Activity: verb think 
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 Figure IX. Oral Activity: verb believe 
 
Figure X. Oral Activity: verb say 
 
Situation 2 
 
Figure XI: Oral activity: verb think 
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Figure XII: Oral activity: verb believe 
 
Figure XIII: Oral activity: verb say 
 
Situation 3 
 
Figure XIV: Oral activity: verb think 
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Figure XV: Oral activity: verb believe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure XVI: Oral activity: verb say 
 
Situation 4 
 
Figure XVII: Oral activity: verb think 
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Figure XVIII: Oral activity: verb believe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure XIX: Oral activity: verb say 
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